
An Eco-critical Inquiry of John Keats and 

William Wordsworth’s Selected Poems: A 

Comparative Study

 Saman Ali Mohammed 

 M.A in English Studies/ University of Exeter 

 Assistant Lecturer at University of Human Development 



Aims

 A potential background to examine the human values, 
such as uniqueness, authenticity, freedom, dignity, 
caring, integrity,, coexistence, love, and diversity 

 looking for any harmonic relationship between man and 
land in those works

Scope

Two selected poems of William Wordsworth and John 
Keats

Theory

Eco-criticism as an interdisciplinary approach



Eco-criticism

 The term ecology first used in 1869 by the biologist and 

philosopher professor Ernst Haekel as the study that analyzes 

“the relations of organisms to one another and to their physical 

surroundings [and] the study of the interaction of people with 

their environment” (Marsden 30). 

 eco-criticism was first coined by William Rueckert in 1978 in 

his essay “Literature and Ecology an Experiment in Eco-

criticism” by which he meant “the application of ecology and 

ecological concept to the study of literature” 

 Cheryll Glotfelty and Harold Fromm in their The Eco-criticism 

Reader (1996), define eco-criticism as “the study of the 

relationship between literature and the physical environment" 



William Wordsworth (1770-1850) 

 A political, religious, literary and emotional conventions 
questioner

 a poet of spiritual speculation, as well as a “nature poet”

 For him poetry is “the spontaneous overflow of powerful 
feelings: it takes its origin from emotion recollected in 
tranquility” 

 And a poet is “a man speaking to men; a man … endowed 
with a more lively sensibility, more enthusiasm and 
tenderness, who has a greater knowledge of human 
nature, an a more comprehensive soul … a man … who 
rejoices more than other men in the spirit of life that is in 
him” 



Lines Written a Few Miles above Tintern Abby – Poem 

by William Wordsworth

These beauteous forms,
Through a long absence, have not been to me

As is a landscape to a blind man's eye:
But oft, in lonely rooms, and 'mid the din
Of towns and cities, I have owed to them
In hours of weariness, sensations sweet,

Felt in the blood, and felt along the heart;
And passing even into my purer mind,
With tranquil restoration:--feelings too

Of unremembered pleasure: such, perhaps,
As have no slight or trivial influence

On that best portion of a good man's life,
His little, nameless, unremembered, acts

Of kindness and of love.



The Tables Turned - Poem by William 

Wordsworth

Up! up! my Friend, and quit your books;

Or surely you'll grow double:

Up! up! my Friend, and clear your looks;

Why all this toil and trouble?

Enough of Science and of Art;

Close up those barren leaves;

Come forth, and bring with you a heart

That watches and receives.



John Keats (1795-1821)

 seeing personal experience as the means of 
understanding the self and society, 

 Challenges the conventions of traditional religion and 
explores human experience

 Deals with the tension between the real and the ideal



A Thing Of Beauty (Endymion) - Poem by 

John Keats
 A thing of beauty is a joy for ever: 

Its lovliness increases; it will never 

Pass into nothingness; but still will keep 

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep 

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing.

 Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing 

A flowery band to bind us to the earth, 

Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth 

Of noble natures, of the gloomy days, 

Of all the unhealthy and o'er-darkn'd ways 

Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all, 

Some shape of beauty moves away the pall 

From our dark spirits.



Ode on a Grecian Urn

 Immorality of Nature (certain images on the Urn)

 “Beauty is truth, truth beauty”



Conclusion

 Literature is giving birth to creative, valuable and 
unique literary works, and this is a fertile 
commonalties between literature and nature. 

 Nature a source of survival and socio-psychological 
needs.

 Nature is the tangible vast through which literature 
visualizes the conceptual and abstract cultural values

 Culture and civilization are not axiomatically bound, 
but two fairly distinct concepts and eco-criticism 
bridges the broken gape between the two.

 Eco-criticism has two concerns.  
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