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Intelligence? 





 
                                                  

                                                              Verbal-linguistic 

Logical-mathematical 

Only accounts for…



The traditional view of
intelligence and IQ tests have been 
questioned because they view 
intelligence as a single construct and
individuals as having a single 
quantifiable intelligence



Howard Gardner believes that 
intelligence has been defined too 
narrowly and it takes people out of 
their natural environment to do 
isolated tasks as a measure of 
intelligence. 
 



He believes that humans are 
intelligent in different ways. 

Intelligence has more to do with the 
capacity of solving problems in 
natural environments. 



What Gardner believes…



Gardner believes that every person 
has a set of seven intelligences 
namely; 

verbal-linguistic. 
mathematical-logical. 
visual-spatial. 
bodily-kinesthetic.
musical-rhythmic. 
interpersonal, and 
intrapersonal.



At the beginning Gardner identified 
only seven intelligences, but later in 
the late 1990s, he added the 
naturalist intelligence and 
considered the possibility of having 
other candidate intelligences such as 
existential, moral and spiritual. 



This intelligence involves using 
language effectively such as learning 
grammar and being able to recall 
information and tell jokes, use 
metaphors, similes and analogies. 

Verbal/Linguistic





 Having the skill to make reasoning 
well and deal with numbers. This 
intelligence is related to scientific 
thinking. It is usually high in people 
who are mathematicians, 
accountants, computer 
programmers, logicians and 
engineers. 

Logical/Mathematical



 

Einstein 



People who are sensitive to form, 
color, shape and lines. They are also 
good at visualizing mentally or 
graphically. The intelligence is also 
related to problem solving and 
space or using maps. 

Spatial/Visual



Zaha Hadid/ Architect 



This related to body movements in 
that the person is able to solve 
problems through body movements 
and gestures. 

Bodily/Kinesthetic



Cristiano Ronaldo/ Messi



This intelligence is usually strong in 
people who are sensitive to melody, 
tone and pitches. Composers, 
musicians and conductors are usually 
strong in this. However, other people 
who enjoy singing in the shower, sing 
alone with a song could also be 
strong in this. 

Musical



Musical



Being able to work in teams, 
understand others and be part of 
communities. It also involves the 
ability to understand others and have 
empathy to be sensitive to others’ 
emotions. 

Interpersonal



Being able to understand oneself. To 
be able to work alone and use 
knowledge of oneself to work 
effectively. 

Intrapersonal



The ability to understand the natural 
world. Moreover, to be able to 
recognize and categorize different 
species. people who are strong in this 
realm are biologists, naturalists, 
environmentalists and geologists.

Naturalist



Charles Darwin



How is this related to education? 



The use of music might be appealing 
to musically inclined learners; 
however it might not be so to others. 
Furthermore, using pictures and maps 
would be interesting to students who 
are spatially intelligent but not to 
those who are stronger in other 
areas.



A textbook is a crucial part of any 
English Language teaching program.



Listening and Speaking 





It is very crucial to make up for this 
with supplementary material that 
enhances other intelligences in order 
to take into consideration meeting 
different needs of different students 
who might be intellectually different 
from one another.

Suggestions



It is very crucial that teachers 
familiarize themselves with the 
principles of the MI theory in order to 
be able to best supplement the lack 
of intelligences represented in books 
they teach. 




